
 
 
 
Honors English IV Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school) 
 
1. Read Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read or combination of chapters, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well 
developed with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you 
thought about it. Do not merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help 
inspire you about what to say. You will be turning in approximately 10 paragraphs – combine some 
chapters to meet this goal: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 

1. According to the events in the novel and the philosophies of both Dr. Frankenstein and the 
creature, what does it mean to be human? Where does one draw the line between what is human 
and what is not? Provide specific examples from the novel to support your answer. 

 
2. Many people mix up the creature and Dr. Frankenstein (i.e. many people call the monster 

Frankenstein when it is actually the creator’s name). What does this mix-up reflect about the 
story? Be specific and provide evidence from the novel to support your answer. 

 
3. Describe the narrative structure and the narrator in the letters. What is a frame story and how is 

this a good example of a frame story? 
 

4. Describe the monster’s life with the cottagers. What does he learn from the family? What is the 
condition of the family? How does the creature manage to help them? How does that affect the 
readers’ sympathies toward the creature? 

 
5. Read Mary Shelley’s 1831 introduction to Frankenstein. Describe the events that inspired her to 

write the novel. What does the introduction reveal about dreams, the psyche, and horror? 
 

6. How does the creature convince Victor to create a female for him? Why does Victor change his 
mind about creating the female? What are the consequences of this decision? 

 
7. Explain the ending of the novel through Walton’s letters. Is it a satisfying ending? Does good 

triumph over evil? Be specific and provide a solid explanation with evidence for your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 


